ST. NICHOLAS MONTESSORI COLLEGE IRELAND, DUNLAOGHAIRE

DUBLIN, IRELAND
http://www.snmci.ie

	A.
	INFORMATION ON THE INSTITUTE AND HOST COUNTRY

	
	

	1.
	The Network Co-ordinator:

	
	

	
	Sean Griffin
St. Nicholas Montessori College Ireland

16 Adelaide Street,
Dunlaoghaire,
Co. Dublin
Ireland 
Tel. ++ 353 1 280 6064
Fax ++ 353 1 284 4764
e-mail : griffinsm@eircom.net

	
	

	2.
	Academic Calendar

	
	

	
	The academic year is 30 weeks long
There are three terms 
Academic year 2005/2006
Autumn Term 2005
Tuesday 06.09.2005 BAYear 3 lectures commence
Tuesday 13.09.2005 BAYear 2 lectures commence
Tuesday 20.09.2005 BA Year 1 lectures commence.    Erasmus students commence.
20.12.2005 Lectures end
21.12.2005 to 08.01.2006 Christmas holidays
Spring Term 2006
09.01.2006 Lectures re-commence.                Erasmus students commence.
12.02.2003 to 14.02.2003 Mid-term break
12.04.2006 to 23.04.2006 Easter holidays
Summer Term 2006*
24.04.2006 lectures re-commence                  
05.05.2006 lectures end
12.05.2006 examinations begin

	
	*Summer term 2006 is extremely short.   Intending students should arrive as early as possible and ideally before Easter holidays

 

	3.
	General Description

Type of Institution

Private (ie. non state-aided) Teacher Education College with accreditation to Non-university State Awarding Body (Higher Education and Training Awards Council (HETAC)

	
	A private pre-primary/primary school (3 –12 years) is incorporated on campus.
Students are trained to be Montessori teachers and receive a Bachelor’s Degree in Montessori Education after three years of successful study; an Honour Bachelor’s Degree may be awarded after a fourth year of successful study.
The College also awards a one year Higher Diploma qualification 
to general degree holders who wish to become pre-school Montessori teachers.   There are distance learning centres in the Dublin region and four regional centres facilitating access to degree qualifications.
The award of the Bachelor of Arts in Montessori Education is a qualification also to teach in special education settings in the state primary school system.  Currently, Montessori trained teachers have only restricted recognition in the state system. 
History
Established in 1970 as an independent college. In 1995, St. Nicholas Montessori College was designated a recognised college of the NCEA – the statutory body established by the state to ensure that third-level institutions outside the university sector maintain appropriate national and international standards.  Since 1999 the awarding body is the Higher Education and Training Awards Council (HETAC). 

St. Nicholas Montessori College was in 2000 a founding member of Montessori Europe, a network of Montessori Associations and institutions across Europe.

Admission and registration procedures 

Please contact the international student coordinator by e-mail in the first instance. A registration form will be  sent for completion.  It is recommended that students should obtain an International Student Card before leaving their home institution.  

Academic requirements
Exchange student status within Erasmus/Socrates programme.  

Linguistic requirements 

A very good fluency in receptive and spoken English is required.     

Courses Available  

Students may take courses at any level. Full details are in the College brochure. 

Courses from the syllabus for Year 3 for example include : Montessori Philosophy; Montessori Methodology (language, Creative writing, Children’s Literature, Mathematics, Social & Environmental Sciences, Classroom Management, Circle Time) Teaching Practice (Observation, Teaching Practice, Material Making, Resource Files); Art; Music; Drama; Developmental Psychology; Special Education; Irish Language or Cultural Studies; great educators; Sociology of Education; Philosophy of Education. 

Teaching Practice will be available to students and can be arranged in a range of settings : Montessori schools, ordinary primary schools; private primary schools and special schools. School placements may be taken on two days each week throughout the term and also in blocks of one or two weeks.

	4.
	Accommodation

	
	

	
	The College is non-residential so it is necessary for students to arrange private accommodation for the duration of their stay.  Accommodation is normally found in family homes, flats and student hostels.   Students  are strongly advised to research and explore accommodation possibilities before arriving in Dublin. We will however do our best to help students find an initial a placement in a nearby student hostel or Bed and Breakfast for a few days.  During this time, it is normally possible to obtain satisfactory accommodation in the locality.  There are student agencies and local notices which have been helpful in the past. Accommodation costs are unfortunately expensive by European standards.  Examples are: 

Student Hostel (4 bedded room) incl. breakfast  EUR 120.- per week.  

Shared flat (2 bedded room) EUR 100.- per person.


	5.
	Library, Meals, Transport, Other facilities

	
	

	
	The College has a small but useful library. There are kitchen facilities in the College if students wish to prepare a simple lunch meal. There are a number of cafes and pubs in the vicinity that serve reasonable meals and snacks.  Dunlaoghaire has excellent shopping facilities. There is a very good gym in the nearby shopping centre.  The town has a cinema complex and a theatre.

The College is situated on the city suburban rail line called DART.   Dunlaoghaire is well served by buses to and from the city center. Students are advised to obtain a student travel pass (for which they will need an International Student Card); this offers substantial discounts on citywide travel by public transport.

	6.
	Health Insurance

	
	

	
	Please bring form E 111 or a copy of your private insurance certificate.

	7.
	Cost of Living

	
	

	
	The increased cost of living  for residents and visitors alike is a sad fact of modern Irish life particularly in the cities.  It would be difficult to live for less than EUR 800.- a month (including rent).   Recent reports have indicated that Ireland (after Finland!) is the second most expensive country in Europe.



	8.
	Location, Climate, cultural characteristics

	
	Dunlaoghaire (pronounced Dun’Leery) is a delightful, scenic costal town situated 8km south of the city of Dublin.  It is the ferryport harbour for the Welsh port of Holyhead.   Climate can vary greatly from pleasantly warm to cold  - but wind and showers of rain can usually be expected in every season.  Rainwear, an umbrella and warm clothing should be brought with you even during the Summer term.

	9.
	How to get There

	
	Fly to Dublin airport – there are many cheap connections.  Bus 746 goes directly to Dunlaoghaire from the airport and leaves each hour outside the terminal building.

The landmark for St. Nicholas College in Dunlaoghaire is the Kingston Hotel.   


